Developments in nursing in Ireland: the emergence of a disciplinary discourse.
This article presents a conceptualization of nursing as it is presently being constructed in Ireland. Official discourses on nursing are explored and the ways in which these discourses have been further shaped through consultation is highlighted. This is further supported by reference to research examining practicing nurses' discourses. There is some evidence to suggest that Irish nurses may be beginning to internalize many of the nursing concepts articulated at an international and national level over the past 20 years. However, barriers to actualization in practice are identified. Emerging discourses in Ireland suggest the conceptualization of nursing as promoting and maintaining health with nurses as coordinators of care who also engage in the development of therapeutic relationships with patients. The interpersonal aspect of nursing is considered central to the nursing role.